
Technology transfer award for PCR rapid test device for infection
diagnostics

Spindiag GmbH, together with the University of Freiburg and the Hahn-Schickard-Gesellschaft für angewandte Forschung
e.V., was awarded the Technology Transfer Prize 2020 from the German Physical Society (DPG) on April 09, 2022 for the
development of the PCR-based rapid test system Rhonda.

The jury based its decision on the successful transfer of results from the research field of centrifugal microfluidics into the
development of a marketable test device for infection diagnostics with disposable test carriers for use at the point of care. The
device is already being used as a PCR test device to combat the corona pandemic. The technology transfer awards had been
postponed in 2020 and 2021 due to the pandemic.

In vitro diagnostic platform detects viral and bacterial pathogens

Spindiag GmbH was founded in 2016 from Hahn-Schickard and the Department of Microsystems Engineering (IMTEK) at the
University of Freiburg. The company developed the PCR-based rapid test system Rhonda. The in vitro diagnostics platform can
detect viral and bacterial pathogens in under an hour directly at the point of sampling. The technology built into the test
system is based on so-called centrifugal microfluidics, in which liquids and gases are moved in hair-thin microchannels by
rotation. It enables the miniaturization and automation of complex laboratory procedures in point-of-care test systems. With
the onset of the Corona pandemic in the spring of 2020, the company founders decided to adapt the test system to SARS-CoV-
2. In November 2020, Spindiag declared CE-IVD compliance for Rhonda and has since enabled the detection of SARS-CoV-2 in
healthcare facilities. Further tests for respiratory pathogens, such as influenza A/B, as well as for multi-resistant bacteria are
in development.

Praise about the cooperation and the award

“I am extremely pleased to receive this prestigious award. We have always been convinced that good basic research and
applied research are not mutually exclusive; on the contrary, they stimulate each other enormously. I also see the award as
confirmation of the importance of a close relationship between the University and Hahn-Schickard. We have been cultivating
this cooperation for many years and can now look back on a whole series of successful spin-offs with more than 300 high-tech
jobs at the Freiburg site,” says Prof. Dr. Roland ZengerleRoland Zengerle, Head of the Laboratory for MEMs Applications at the Department of
Microsystems Engineering (IMTEK), Dean of the Faculty of Engineering at the University of Freiburg and Hahn-Schickard
Institute Director.

Dr. Daniel MarkDaniel Mark, CEO and co-founder of Spindiag says, “We are very proud of the DPG award, which means a lot to me as a
physicist. The sponsorship and support of Hahn-Schickard and the University of Freiburg made the spin-off into our own
company possible. With the commitment and dedication of the entire Spindiag team, we have developed our original product
vision into a marketable product that is currently making an important contribution to infection control at the point of care.”

Dr. ErnstErnst DrostDrost, who accompanied the development process as the former head of the patent office of the Technology Transfer
Office (ZFT) at the University of Freiburg, appreciates the appreciation of all those involved. “We are pleased that the DPG
Award recognizes the performance of all partners who contribute to the success of a start-up. This includes not only the
research and development department, but also the Technology Transfer Office, which, in close contact with scientists,
competently accompanies and supports inventions from evaluation, through patenting, to market launch. This is how
innovation succeeds.”

About the technology transfer award

Through the annual Technology Transfer Award, the DPG honors a successful technology transfer from a research institute to
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a company. It is awarded jointly to the parties involved in the technology transfer, i.e. the institute from which the technology
originates, the body responsible for the technology transfer, and the company implementing the technology.
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Further information

Dr. Torsten Schmidt
Technology Transfer Office (ZFS)
University of Freiburg
Phone: +49 (0) 761 203 4994
Email: torsten.schmidt(at)zft.uni-freiburg.de

Katrin Grötzinger
Office of Public Relations
Hahn-Schickard
Phone: +49 (0) 761 203 73242
Email: Katrin.Groetzinger(at)Hahn-Schickard.de

Simone Schümmelfeder
Head of Marketing
Spindiag GmbH
Phone: +49 (0) 761 600 49660
Email: publicrelations(at)spindiag.de

Further reading:
Rapid coronavirus test delivers results in 43 minutes
The Hahn-Schickard Institute and Spindiag GmbH in Freiburg im Breisgau have joined forces to develop a rapid test used at the point of care.
The test takes just 43 minutes to show whether a patient is infected with the coronavirus SARS-CoV-2. The rapid test is expected to be given
market approval in Germany and the EU during the final quarter of 2020.

SpinDiag GmbH – rapid test makes it difficult for pathogens
Antibiotic-resistant pathogens are becoming an increasing problem, especially in hospitals. Infected patients must be isolated as soon as
possible. However, appropriate methods for testing patients upon admission to hospital and isolating them if necessary are still lacking. A
young biotechnology company from Baden-Württemberg called SpinDiag GmbH has developed a cost-effective method for the rapid testing of
microbial resistance in normal hospital wards without the need for comprehensive equipment. Product development and clinical approval are
underway, and market launch is planned for late 2019.

University of
Freiburg

Hahn-Schickard-Gesellschaft für angewandte Forschung
e.V.

SpinDiag GmbH

2

https://uni-freiburg.de/en/
https://www.hahn-schickard.de/en/
https://www.spindiag.de
https://www.gesundheitsindustrie-bw.de/en/article/news/rapid-coronavirus-test-delivers-results-43-minutes
https://www.gesundheitsindustrie-bw.de/?cID=

	Technology transfer award for PCR rapid test device for infection diagnostics
	In vitro diagnostic platform detects viral and bacterial pathogens
	Praise about the cooperation and the award
	About the technology transfer award
	Press release
	Further information
	Further reading:

	Rapid coronavirus test delivers results in 43 minutes
	SpinDiag GmbH – rapid test makes it difficult for pathogens


