
Date:
04-Nov-2026 
11.00 am - 01.00 pm

Venue:
Online (Microsoft Teams)

Registration deadline:
02-Nov-2026

Costs:
Free of charge

Type:
information event

Target group:
Life Sciences (Medical Technology) from Baden-Württemberg and the United
Kingdom

Organiser:
Partner of the BW-UK economic partnership initiative:
- BIOPRO Baden-Württemberg GmbH
- Scottish Development International 
- BW-UK Office
- Department for Business and Trade (DBT)
- Welsh Government

- Invest Northern Ireland

and British partner of MEDICA 2026: 
- Medlink UK

Contact:
BIOPRO Baden-Württemberg GmbH
Romy Wentenschuh
Email: wentenschuh@bio-pro.de
Phone: +49 (0) 711 218185 79

Language:
English

Lunch & Learn ahead of MEDICA: Collaborative R&D funding for
healthcare innovation in UK and Germany

Website address:

https://www.gesundheitsindustrie-bw.de/en/event/lunch-und-learn-ahead-
medica-collaborative-r-und-d-funding-healthcare-innovation-uk-and-germany
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Here you can
register

Agenda of the Lunch & Learn-event

11:00 am: Welcome words

11:05 - 11:15 am: Overview of the healthcare market in Baden-Württemberg, Germany
Romy Wentenschuh, Project manager for International Affairs and EU-projects | BIOPRO Baden-Württemberg GmbH

11:15 - 11:25 am: Overview of the healthcare market in the United Kingdom
Dr. Rashmi Raju, Regulatory and Market Access Manager | Medilink UK

11:25 - 11:40 am: R&D funding process in Germany

11:40 - 12:10 am: R&D funding processes in the United Kingdom: Innovate UK, Eurostars

11:40 - 11:55 am: `R&D funding opportunities in the United Kingdom – Innovate UK & Eureka Eurostars`
Dr. Ulrike Knies-Bamforth , Innovate UK Business Growth | Scottish Enterprise
11:55 - 12:00 pm: `R&D Funding and Financial Incentives in Scotland`
Katharina Krähahn, Senior Executive | Scottish Development International
12:00 pm - 12:05 pm: `R&D in Northern Ireland`
Jack A Stallworthy MBE, Regional Trade Manager Germany, Austria & Switzerland and Head of Health & Life Sciences
| Invest Northern Ireland
12:05-12:10 Uhr: Welsh Government

12:10 - 12:25 pm: Case study from a Life science company from Baden-Württemberg

12:25 - 12:40 pm: Case study from a Life science company from the United Kingdom

12:40 - 12:55 pm: Questions & Answers

12:55 - 01:00 pm: Closing Remarks and Outlook

Life Sciences: Advancing Innovation Together

Life sciences are among Germany’s most innovative sectors. On average, R&D-active medical technology companies invest
around 9% of their turnover in research and development (R&D) . Many innovations are developed by SMEs in close
cooperation with hospitals, physicians and other users.¹
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For German–UK R&D projects, Innovate UK and the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWE) offer bilateral
funding opportunities. UK partners are funded through Innovate UK, while German partners are generally funded through
the BMWE’s Central Innovation Programme for SMEs (ZIM). The programmes focus on cross-sector and cross-technology
cooperation with strong innovation and market potential, including projects in healthcare, biotechnology and medical
technology. A temporary suspension of applications for ZIM funding is currently in place.²

The Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and Space (BMFTR) supports high-risk, pre-competitive R&D projects by SMEs
through the programmes “KMU-innovativ: Medical Technology” and "KMU-innovativ: Biomedizin". The assessment cut-off
dates for project outlines are 15 April and 15 October. Clinical validation is supported through a separate funding measure.

Our Lunch & Learn event provides information on the healthcare markets of Baden-Württemberg and the United Kingdom,
opportunities for cooperation and relevant funding programmes. Medical technology companies will share practical
examples and insights into the joint development and commercialisation of innovative solutions.

Through the b2match matchmaking platform, participants can identify potential partners ahead of MEDICA 2026. At the BW–
UK Networking Evening on 18 November 2026, participants will have the opportunity to meet these contacts in person and
explore potential cooperation at the Baden-Württemberg joint stand, G24 in Hall 15, at MEDICA.

The event is organised in cooperation with the UK partners of the BW–UK economic partnership initiative: Scottish
Development International, the BW–UK Office of Baden-Württemberg International (BW-i), the Department for Business and
Trade (DBT), the Welsh Government, Invest Northern Ireland and the British partner of MEDICA 2026, Medilink UK. The event
is funded by the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Crafts and Tourism of Baden-Württemberg.

The initiative aims to strengthen networking and cooperation between Baden-Württemberg and the United Kingdom,
particularly in the healthcare sector. BIOPRO Baden-Württemberg supports the initiative together with its partners.

R&D: Research and development
SMEs: Small and medium-sized enterprises

1. BVMed: Innovationstreiber MedTech
2. Innovate UK / UK Government: UK–Germany Bilateral: Collaborative R&D apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov
3. BMFTR: KMU-innovativ: Medizintechnik
4. BMFTR: KMU-innovativ: Biomedizin
5. BMFTR: Klinische Validierung innovativer medizintechnischer Lösungen

Funding Opportunities for Life Sciences

Innovate UK and BMWE/ZIM

Bilateral German-British R&D funding for corporate collaborations in fields such as medical technology, diagnostics,
digital health, and biotechnology. Funding in the UK is provided through Innovate UK, while funding in Germany is
provided through the BMWE’s ZIM programme. AiF Projekt GmbH is responsible for ZIM collaboration projects. For
international ZIM calls for proposals, VDI/VDE Innovation + Technik GmbH also serves as the point of contact for
international collaborations.¹

Eurostars-3

Funding for international R&D projects led by innovative SMEs to develop marketable solutions, for example in medical
technology, diagnostics, and biotechnology. The DLR Project Management Agency, acting as the German EUREKA Office,
serves as the central point of contact for German applicants.²

Horizon Europe – Cluster 1 “Health”

European collaborative research funding for companies, universities, hospitals, and research institutions, including
projects in the fields of prevention, diagnostics, therapy, biotechnology, and digital health. The funding body is the
European Commission, and applications are submitted via the EU Funding & Tenders Portal. Advice is provided by the
relevant National Contact Points (NCPs).³

BMFTR – KMU-innovativ: Medical Technology

Funding for high-risk, pre-competitive R&D projects by SMEs, for example in the areas of medical devices and in vitro
diagnostics. The project management agency is VDI Technologiezentrum GmbH.⁴

BMFTR – KMU-innovativ: Biomedizin
Funding for high-risk R&D projects in medical biotechnology and drug development. The project is administered by
Projektträger Jülich. 

1. zim
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https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/
https://www.zim.de/ZIM/Navigation/DE/Home/home.html
https://www.bmftr.bund.de/DE/Forschung/Gesellschaft/ZukunftDerArbeit/KmuInnovativ/kmu-innovativ-medizintechnik/kmuinnovativ-medizintechnik_node.html
https://www.bmftr.bund.de/DE/Forschung/Gesellschaft/ZukunftDerArbeit/KmuInnovativ/kmu-innovativ-biomedizin/biomedizin.html
https://www.medica-tradefair.com/?_gl=1*1udgp27*_gcl_au*NjYyNzgyODkwLjE3ODg4NTQwODQ.*_ga*MjAxMDI1NTY0Ni4xNzg4ODU0MDg0*_ga_HZGEZC1GV4*czE3ODk3MjE1MTIkbzExJGcwJHQxNzg5NzIxNTEyJGo2MCRsMCRoMA..*_fplc*ZiUyQnJVT3dQRVlQWFZ2OXNIYnV3VCUyQjBneW5pdTlMNENkTHZFSEJ3eGNlMTRYeDNoQlFaMTFyMjNkelh2STJVWXJ3MEQ4NHNFaWZuaUVITVd6NHUybUVlNW9PcTFGM0dJRVowdEFQMXpoZG9nUEJqT1Z1eHBDVVNpb3dIWGg4ZyUzRCUzRA..
https://www.sdi.co.uk/
https://www.bw-weltweit.de/vereinigtes-koenigreich
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.wales/
https://www.investni.com/
https://www.medilinkuk.com/
https://wm.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/startseite
https://www.bvmed.de/themen/standort-de/forschung-und-entwicklung-ueberdurchschnittliche-innovationskraft
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/2000/overview/4e219ab8-184a-4eb3-ac2d-98db392f1d0f
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/2000/overview/4e219ab8-184a-4eb3-ac2d-98db392f1d0f
https://www.bmftr.bund.de/SharedDocs/Bekanntmachungen/DE/2026/02/2026-02-06-bekanntmachung-medizintechnik.html
https://www.bmftr.bund.de/DE/Forschung/Gesellschaft/ZukunftDerArbeit/KmuInnovativ/kmu-innovativ-biomedizin/biomedizin.html
https://www.bmftr.bund.de/SharedDocs/Bekanntmachungen/DE/2024/07/2024-07-29-Bekanntmachung-L%25C3%25B6sungen.html


2. projekttraeger.dlr
3. research-and-innovation.ec.europa
4. bmftr.bund
5. bmftr.bund

Source

BIOPRO Baden-Württemberg GmbH

BW-UK networking evening at MEDICA 2026
Here you can find more information and access the registration page

Organised by

Partner of the BW-UK economic partnership initiative

British partner of MEDICA 2026
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https://www.bio-pro.de/en/events/bw-uk-networking-evening-medica-2026
https://wm.baden-wuerttemberg.de/fileadmin/redaktion/m-wm/intern/Publikationen/Wirtschaftsstandort/20215_Economic_Partnership_BWUK.pdf
https://www.bio-pro.de/en
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https://www.sdi.co.uk
https://bwuk-office.de/en/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-business-and-trade
https://www.gov.wales


Funded by
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https://www.investni.com
https://www.medilinkuk.com
https://wm.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/startseite
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